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Abstract: [Short (150 to 250 words) summary of the paper. Abstract [ sometimes the only part of
a paper that is searchable. Therefore, it should contain nough information to park the interest of
the reader. Emphasis should be on information taken from the discussion. Avoid generalities
(e.g., “Results are discussed.”) Write this section last.]

Introduction

[Brief statement of area of research, including an introduction to past work, and leading to why
the present study was done (hypothesis). Usually includes citations.]

Material and Methods

[Statement of how study was done so that someone in the future can replicate exactly what you
did to confirm your findings. May include references to the methods of others. Should describe
method of analyses.]

Results

[Description of the results of just your study. Usually contains no citations. Use of Figures and
Tables important way to summarize data and facilitate your writing. A picture is worth a
thousand words. Normally does not include citations.]

Discussion

[Most difficult section to write. Discusses results of research as it relates to the findings of
others and/or your own logical conclusions. For instance, “results show...which is in accordance
with the findings of ref. (date). Majority of cites occur here. Ending paragraph may briefly
indicate opportunities for further study.]
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[Contains a list of papers/sources actually cited in the paper. Format is: Author(s). Date. Article
Title. Journal/Book, Volume: Pages.]. Example:
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Style Requirements

Tables:

Two dimensional lists.

Caption always goes at the top.

Caption and information in the Table, should be self explanatory. Table should stand on
its own.

No vertical lines in a table.

Numbered separately from Figures.

Should not exceed the size of a single page.

Numbers and lettering should be legible...not too small!

Cited in text within text within parentheses: “Spotted bass eat over 30 species of prey
(Table 2).”

Figures:

Graphs, drawings, photos.

Caption always goes at the bottom.

Caption and information in Figure should be self explanatory. Figure should stand on its
own.

Numbered separately from Tables.

Numbers and lettering should be legible...not too small!

Cited in text within parentheses: “Half of the prey of sand bass is invertebrates (Figure

1)' ”

Literature Citations in Text:

Author(s)/Date placed in text as shown below:

There are 18 genera of sea bass in the central, eastern Pacific (Gerking 1994).

Gerking (1994) lists 18 genera of sea b ass in the central, eastern Pacific.

The spotted sand bass, Paralabrax maculatofasciatus, is found from San Francisco Bay,
to Guerrero, Mexico (Miller and Lea 1972; Gerking 1994).

The spotted sand bass is known to feed on amphipods (Ferry et al. 1997). [Use et al.
when there are more than two authors.]
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